DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL SPECIAL CALLED MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             JUNE 25, 2025    5:00 PM 
The Dillon County Council held a Meeting Workshop on June 25, 2025 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Kenny Cook Jr., Stevie Grice and Brad Coward. Also present was Tim Harper, County Administrator and Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council, Ken Dubose, County Attorney, Betsy Finklea, Dillon County News LLC and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald.

The following were notified of the meeting and provided an agenda by email: TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@l.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward <bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washingtonjwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Stevie Grice called the Meeting to Order and presided over the meeting

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Councilman Stevie Grice led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                            A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to approved the Agenda. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
[bookmark: _Hlk201326070]PUBLIC HEARINGS
[bookmark: _Hlk201324673]ORDINANCE NO. 25-03 – PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 38 OF THE DILLON COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES SO AS TO ESTABLISH A NUISANCE ORDINANCE; TO PROVIDE FOR THE DECLARATION OF A NUISANCE BY THE COUNTY; TO SET FORTH PROCEDURES RELATING TO THE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THOSE PROVISIONS TO BE ADOPTED AND SET FORTH IN CHAPTER 38 OF THE DILLON COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO NUISANCES

No one signed up to speak at the Public Hearing for Ordinance No 28-03

[bookmark: _Hlk201325590]ORDINANCE NO. 25-04 – PUBLIC HEARING                                       
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR  COUNTY PURPOSES IN THE COUNTY OF DILLON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2026 AND ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT RATES AND FEES, AND FOR OTHER TAX PURPOSES AND COUNTY APPROPRIATION PURPOSES TO ESTABLISH THE TAX MILLAGE TO PROVIDE FOR THE BUDGET

No one signed up to speak at the Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 25-04
ORDINANCES
ORDINANCE NO. 25-01 – THIRD READING                                                                                                    AN ORDINANCE - AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL ESTABLISHING RULES AND REGULATIONS AS TO WASTE TIRES

A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve Ordinance  25-01 -Third Reading. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-03 – THIRD READING                                                                                 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 38 OF THE DILLON COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES SO AS TO ESTABLISH A NUISANCE ORDINANCE; TO PROVIDE FOR THE DECLARATION OF A NUISANCE BY THE COUNTY; TO SET FORTH PROCEDURES RELATING TO THE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THOSE PROVISIONS TO BE ADOPTED AND SET FORTH IN CHAPTER 38 OF THE DILLON COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO NUISANCES

A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr to approve Ordinance No. 25-03 – Third Reading. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All was in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-04 – THIRD  READING                                       
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR  COUNTY PURPOSES IN THE COUNTY OF DILLON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2026 AND ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT RATES AND FEES, AND FOR OTHER TAX PURPOSES AND COUNTY APPROPRIATION PURPOSES TO ESTABLISH THE TAX MILLAGE TO PROVIDE FOR THE BUDGET

A motion was made by Dennis Townsend to approve Ordinance No 25-04 – Third Reading. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-05 – SECOND READING                                                                                                           AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A FEE IN LIEU OF TAX AND SPECIAL SOURCE CREDIT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY PRESENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT EVERGREEN WITH RESPECT TO  CERTAIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY, WHEREBY SUCH PROPERTY WILL BE SUBJECT TO CERTAIN PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES; AUTHORIZING THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN SPECIAL SOURCE CREDITS; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO

A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve Ordinance No. 25-05 – Second Reading. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-06 – SECOND READING – BY TITLE ONLY                                                                                     AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF A NOT EXCEEDING
$2,200,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND, SERIES 2025, OF DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA; FIXING THE FORM AND DETAILS OF THE BOND; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE BOND; AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OF COUNTY COUNCIL AND COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO DETERMINE CERTAIN MATTERS RELATING TO THE BOND; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE BOND; THE DISPOSITION OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE BOND; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO.

A motion was made by Dennis Townsend to approve Ordinance No. 25-06 – Second Reading. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-07 - THIRD READING                                                                                                    AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF THE DILLON COUNTY DETENTION CENTER (THE “JAIL”) FROM THE DILLON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE TO DILLON COUNTY.

A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance No. 25-07 – Third Reading. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All was in favor except Detrice Dawkins,  who opposed.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-08 - THIRD READING 
AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF THE DILLON COUNTY PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS CENTER (“911 SYSTEM”) FROM DILLON COUNTY TO THE DILLON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE.

There was not a motion to approve Ordinance No. 25-08 – Third Reading. The Ordinance died.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-09  - THIRD READING                                                                                                                                      AN ORDINANCE BY DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF THE DILLON COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER FROM DILLON COUNTY TO THE DILLON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE.

A motion was made by Dennis Townsend to approve Ordinance No. 25-09 – Third Reading. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.

Councilman Robbie Coward asked the sheriff to speak with the citizens of Dillon County concerning the new changes. Sheriff Jamie Hamilton addressed the citizens by thanking everyone for coming out to the meeting. He stated that he, the county administrator and the county attorney had been working on this project for months as well as confirmation from the SC Criminal Justice Academy. He stated that there is a process that has to be gone through and the he thought that they were headed in the right direction. The transfer will take effect on July 1, 2025.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-10 - SECOND READING                                                                                           AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY CURRENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT RUNWAY

A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr . to approve Ordinance No. 25-10 – Second Reading. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-11 - SECOND READING                                                                                                    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A LAND CONVEYANCE AND INCENTIVE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY CURRENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT ZIP

A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve Ordinance No. 25-11 – Second Reading. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.

PALMETTO LEADERSHIP PRESENTATION                                                                                           Johnnie Luehrs stated that Palmetto Leadership is an organization for people who work or live in Dillon County and is a ten-month program that for the last four years has done a project on a big scale to give back to the non-profits of Dillon County. The first project was to Dillon County Station #2 for $7001.00, Lake View $7101.00 and in 2024 to McLeod Foundation for $8074.00. This year they chose the EMS Blood Program for $8538.00 plus $1.00 which was presented to Daniel Moody. She also stated that on July 14, 2025 there will be a Blood Drive to benefit EMS and $10.00 will go to EMS for every unit that is given and $30.00 gift cards to the donors. She thanked Daniel Moody and County Council for their support.

COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST     
Girls with Knowledge Mentoring Group received donations from Detrice Dawkins 200.00, Kenny Cook Jr. on behalf of Detrice Dawkins $180.00 and Brad Coward gave a $100.00  Personal Donation.
Stevie Grice donated to MOJO Softball $375.00 and Floydale Fire & Rescue $375.00.
Robbie Coward donated $275.00 to Dillon Rescue Squad and $275.00 to Latta Rescue Squad.
Dennis Townsend donated his remaining balance of $80.00 to Lake View Recreation Department.
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.
Tim Harper, Administrator stated that  a request came in from the Jackson Winkeler Foundation which is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization established in 2022 to honor the life and legacy of Officer Jackson Winkler, who lost his life in the line of duty asked and that the county give them the yellow retired Dillon County Station 2 Van  for governmental and public purposes. A motion was made by Stevie Grice to approve the donation of yellow retired Dillon County Station 2 Van. He was seconded by Dennis Townsend. All were in favor.  
WANDA HUGHES – PRIME CARE PROPERTY                                                               Wanda Hughes introduced herself to County Council and said that she was originally from Lake View SC and her business was Prime Care Property. She stated that she applied for a grant from SC Housing to develop six single unit homes on highway 57. The duplexes will be beneficial to provide housing for the residents and will be for the low income as well as veterans in Dillon County. She asked that County Council provide her with a letter of support and any contributions. She stated that she will know the statis of the grant in August which would be for $5,000,000.00. 
Robbie Coward made a motion to write a letter of support for Wanda Hughes, Prime Care Property. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.
COG BOARD APPOINTMENT                                                                                                                   A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to appoint Brad Coward to the COG Board. She was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.

LANDFILL GO BOND UPDATE                                                                                                            Tim Harper, Administrator gave a Landfill GO Bond Update stating that the transfer station that was approved a few years back through the GO Bond, that has now been completed and they have started taking in solid waste. It was originally discussed that it may take six weeks but it only took three a half weeks. He said that there was a couple of things that Kevin asked for in the budget which was to put the fencing around the landfill and the other was for a shelter and storage area next to the transfer station.
A motion was made by Stevie Grice to put the remaining funds in the GO Bond to construct a storge building 24 x 25 Feet and next to the landfill put fencing around the landfill and use the remaining funds to put an open shelter around the animal shelter for kennels. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.

A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to go into Executive Session. She was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Personnel Matter

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION.

CONTRACT EXTENSION AND MODIFICATIONS OF ADMINISTRATOR’S CONTRACT                                                                                                                                              A motion was made by Dennis Townsend to approve the Contract Extension and Modifications of the Administrator’s Contract. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor. 

ADJOURN                                                                                                                                               A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to Adjourn. She was seconded by James Washington. All were in favor.


______________________________________
Stevie Grice, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved

